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WHALE SHARKS OF CEB

by Peter Boyle
Images by Bill Boyle

1stant |.[1.,]'1tmj__ flashed hlrfh in the

nu—_{ht hlﬂ' 11[1.11[1111..1t1111-_{ thﬂ fronds

of the 111115,1-: canopy above me,
But, the tropic air was still and our friend
ﬂ'lﬂ SEI WS -LIL'IICT J.ll'IJ Etnﬂ.t Lﬂ].l'l'] .L['IEI. EVET
more inviting to any diver.

Tomorrow, our intrepid group would
swim with whale sharks; incredible as it
seems a close encounter with the world's
largest shark was guaranteed!

SCUBA i:lmtnr Peter Fear was our
L‘!.'U'LLP ].CJ.L'IT.‘f J.['Id it I'Id.l.j. bf’:ﬂ il mlnd-
blowing week of full-on diving from
;’LTmmphcrc Resort, located on Negros
]E\Idﬂd, El.l'.l.l.j. hlmd[:d ﬂ.bUU.t e ]'.I.U'LlI"'.'r ﬂ} lﬂg
time south of Manila, in the Philippines.
Alan Wiggs has covered the resort diving
in Sportdiving Magazine issue 151.
However, in the past 12 months, a new
chapter of incredible diving has opened
with the whale shark encounters at Cebu.

The story goes that whale sharks have in
the past been regarded as a nuisance to the
native fishermen, as it was believed that
this huge and intimidating marine fish was
searing the fish. Then one day, a fisherman
enticed a shark to a sheltered area by
feeding the whale shark. This caring
experi ment worked so well that soon other
whale sharks gathered in the same
location, also awaiting a free feed.

Home:
Car:

Soon a local dive operator heard of this
freak marine behavior and display and the
over the past 12 months the whole
underwater show has n:.l.ﬂ}' taken off. Both
snorkel diving and scuba is allowed while
diving with the sharks, however, no flash
photography is permitted. The rules
regarding the whale shark encounters are
explained in English by an authorized
marine ranger and of greatest importance
no touching or riding the whale sharks is
permitted and to ensure visitors comply a

::11.._1: diver may be present, in the water,
amonyg the wlldlv excited divers during the
allotted 30 minutes swim.

Divers are also instructed to maintain a
4 meter distance, but if the whale shark
should approach the snorkelers this is
quite allowable and at times unavoidable.
Actually with 5 to 7 whale sharks milling
around the krill thrown into the tropic
water by fishermen from their canoes
things can get a little mind bogeling as the
J.LI.'I.UT.I. C['I..lPT"l lﬂ i -li.ILI.E.I'll.I[n ].II\.C tt‘tdlﬂ."—r
frenzy!

The island of Cebu is about 1 hour
from the Atmosphere Resort and involves
a bus ride to Dumaguete then from there a
30 minute car ferry ride to the island.
Fifteen minutes later you are welcomed to
the briefing area.

Snorkeling with tame whale sharks: In
all my life I've never experienced such
awesome diving., Let's hope it lasts forever!
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